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Images of the First World War in the main British newspaper media between
1932 and 1946

By: Maya Kolsky Yokev. Advisor: Prof. Sondra Rubenstein (Communication).

It is a widely agreed upon fact that the First World War (hence WW1) was an unprecedented event
that had longstanding impact in various domains: Military, diplomacy, culture and philosophy.
Hundreds of books and thousands of essays had been written about it, as well as many
representations in cinema, television, graphic art, prose and poetry.

However, as any other important historical event, its narrative was subjected to many
revisions originating from academic research, popular culture and the mass media. We as Israelis are
familiar with the art of narrative change. Our own national narrative had been changed several times
during our brief history as a nation (as Nurit Gertz poignantly described in Captive of a Dream -
National Myths in Israeli Culture"), and this narrative shift was often used as a tool of propaganda
and persuasion. For example, when the Likud first took power in 1977 it was due to Begin's insertion
of the holocaust memory into his speeches, resulting in a shift of the public's image of itself and its
national narratives - from Pioneer he turned into a victim. The use of historical events as tools of
propaganda is a phenomenon that, in my opinion, goes well beyond the boundaries of Israeli culture
and society, and is, in fact, a common tool of persuasion wherever and whenever an event in
collective memory is subjected to re-interpretation

My thesis is that WWI was used as a tool of propaganda in regard to Fascism in the 1930’s
and 1940’s, first to avoid conflict and strengthen the appeasement policy, and then to strengthen
public support in the Second World War. During that period and in fact up until the end of the 20"
century, the press was under heavy government supervision and influence. Thus, when examining
the representations of WWI in the media during this period it is also, to a degree, an analysis of
propaganda mechanisms.

In my analysis I have made several restrictions: a. I will only analyse the press, and only four
major newspapers, chosen for their wide representation of political stances and their wide circulation
and popularity: The Times, The Manchester Guardian, The Daily Telegraph, and the Daily Express.
For most of them there are existing public-opinion polls conducted during the early 1940’s,
providing information as to circulation, readership and perceived public image; b. rather than an
analysis of all possible references to WWI year round during the selected period (1932-1946), I have
chosen to examine only the references appearing the day before, after and on Armistice Day in each
year - the 9/10-12/13 of November?; and c. I only referred to certain aspects of the commemoration
process, such as the image of the troops and fighting conditions, representation of the Germans and
Russians, and the reason and justification (if there is any) to the war. Preliminary analysis of the data
does not yet enable affirmation or refutation of the research hypothesis.

11995 ,Taly Dy NX¥IN ,NYXIY NIAANA D'OMM :NNI7NA 'Y
?Since I only reviewed the daily press the dates under scrutiny shifted every few years, when
Armistice Day or the preceding or following day were on a Sunday.
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